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Salisbury Cathedral

FRIENDS

NEWS

EASTER 2021

O

ne of the iconic images of the
pandemic in the UK will be that
of Salisbury Cathedral being used for
vaccinations. It was wonderful to see
the Close busy again, with mainly
elderly people queuing in the
cloisters, being vaccinated in the
south transept and sitting in the
nave listening to the organ. It
conveyed hope and Friends sent
reports around the world with
gratitude.
For me as bishop, it was the most
prominent example of churches
throughout the diocese serving their
local communities through food
banks, good neighbour schemes and
other practical action exemplifying
the love of neighbour. In very
difficult circumstances, God’s small
miracle that is the Diocese of
Salisbury responded wonderfully. Our
schools and academies have been
part of this and have worked so
hard. While many families have done
well, home schooling has made us
value the community provision of
education and the professionalism of
teachers. “It takes a village to raise
a child.”
What is it going to be like as we
come out of lockdown? There is still
a lot we don’t know, but a few

things seem fairly certain. The
pandemic is not going away quickly.
Our lives have been changed for the
foreseeable future and we will have
to manage in these new and very
different circumstances. It should
soon be possible to meet again in
that constrained and socially
distanced kind of way we had got
used to before the third lockdown.
There will continue to be limits and
there is not a walk of life that is
unaffected.
It looks as if the pandemic can be
seen as the first wave in a series of
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crises - economic, social, climate
change and environmental. In the
New Testament a crisis is both a
moment of judgement and an
opportunity.
Christian values are rooted in the
love of God and love of neighbour
and that includes our love for and
care of the creation with which we
have been entrusted. Beliefs and
values are the place to begin
because we are going to have to dig
deep and work hard. One thing the
virus has taught us is that we are in
it together.
The economic crisis is already upon
us. We can see and feel it, but it is
not experienced evenly. Those on
fixed salaries or incomes have saved
because of reduced activity and
spending. Those who earn their
living by production or selling
services are having a much more
difficult time, especially if they
were unable to make use of the
government’s furlough scheme. The
economy will recover to some
extent, but there must be a
discussion about how we belong
together and pay back the debt.
Some of us are going to have to pay
more.
Opportunists will always do well in a
crisis, but there’s an opportunity
here for a new deal for the good of
all. What is the balance between the
individual and society? With the
virus, none of us is safe until all of
us are safe, I will not be well until

you are well and so on. We will have
to work hard for the good of all.
The same is true of the climate and
the environment. The pandemic has
made us so much more aware that we
have been living unsustainably.
Instead of hurtling on regardless,
there has been an astonishing change
of pace. We have reduced the carbon
footprint significantly, but it is
sobering to realise the same level of
change is needed year on year to 2030
if we are going to stand a chance of
being carbon neutral by 2050.
It is difficult at the moment to run
the cathedral or any church, but the
call arising from the pandemic could
not be clearer. It is a wake-up call.
We were living wrong and there’s
now an opportunity to turn things
round. That is very Lenten. On Ash
Wednesday we were reminded we
are dust and to dust we shall return;
turn again from sin and be faithful to
Christ. In that, something new is
happening and our hope is renewed
not by human events, but by the
passion, death and resurrection of
Christ.
On 3rd July I will put down the
responsibility given me ten years ago
to be Bishop of Salisbury. It is a
wonderful diocese and I have been
privileged to serve here. Thank you
for being Friends of the Cathedral.
We look forward to joining you.
The Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam,
Bishop of Salisbury
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From the Chairman

D

ear Friends, welcome to the
Easter newsletter 2021.

I am pleased to report that your
charity continues to work well on
your behalf, despite this third
lockdown and our collective fight
against the Covid-19 pandemic.
The administration of the Friends of
Salisbury Cathedral has continued
uninterrupted and plans are in place
to react quickly, albeit cautiously, as
soon as restrictions are lifted.
It has been truly heartening to see
thousands of people making their
way to the cathedral to receive their
vaccinations in beautiful
surroundings and to sit and listen to
an inspiring and eclectic selection of
music played on our Father Willis
organ by David Halls and John
Challenger, director and assistant
director of music respectively.
We have been amazed at the press and
media coverage across many countries;
I only wish we were permitted to
advertise the Friends’ charity to such a
wide audience, but vaccination of
our community is the priority.
Sadly, because of the pandemic, the
cathedral was closed for much of
last year and with far fewer visitors
during the summer months, there
were greatly reduced new members
for the Friends.
With the passage of time, a number
of our long-standing members have

passed away, leaving us with a
reduced membership – a total which
we now hope to increase with your
support and as soon as visitors are
able to return to the cathedral.
We thank you so much for helping
our aims by increasing your
subscriptions and moving to direct
debit payment.
Please bear with us as we again ask
you to give membership as a gift to a
family member or neighbour, or
recommend that they join us to
become part of our mission to
preserve and enhance our cathedral,
its ministry and music.
Despite the struggle for increased
membership and subscriptions, the
Friends’ council has achieved a
positive response to grant requests
from Chapter amounting to £144,786
in this financial year (April 2020 to
March 2021).
This is made up as follows: £74,000
for Little Paradise (penultimate
payment), £22,000 for live streaming
equipment, £8,000 for external
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Details appear in this newsletter and
we are ready to leap into action as
soon as restrictions are lifted and it
is safe to proceed.

Patients queue along the cloister before
going into the south transept for their
injection.

fabric repairs, £3,000 for cathedral
flowers, £1,000 for the cathedral
Christmas trees and £36,786
(including Gift Aid) collected for the
cathedral recovery appeal.

We will, of course, take all
necessary precautions as we hope to
hold our Secret Gardens of the Close
event, AGM, Friends’ holiday, Sarum
Six concert, anniversary dinner and
more. Let us hope this is possible.
Until we meet again in support of
the Friends’ charity, our trustees and
staff send our very best wishes and
grateful thanks for your continued
support.
Duncan Glass, Chairman

The grant for timely purchase and
installation of cameras, microphones
and equipment to facilitate live
streaming of services in the
cathedral has resulted in Friends,
congregation and our community
being able to view a near normal
cycle of worship with clergy, choir
and organists providing the best
solution possible under the current
circumstances.
We thank them all for their good
work. It must be strange preaching
to an empty cathedral!
In conclusion, I am pleased to report
that a full programme of events,
aimed at engaging with our
members, attracting new ones,
raising our profile and funds for
grants to Chapter is already planned
and in the diary.

Why not give gift membership? It comes in a
Florilegium Society notecard, produced from
its paintings, like this one of a hollyhock.
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Membership matters

A

big thank you to all our loyal
members who have stuck with us
throughout the last difficult and
challenging year.
Without your support we would not
have been able to make the vital
grants to the cathedral highlighted
in our chairman’s report.
As we advised in the Christmas 2020
newsletter, subscription rates have
increased – for the first time in ten
years.
They are now £25 for a single
membership and £40 for joint
membership.
These increases will enable us to
keep pace with inflation
(particularly ever-increasing postage
costs), mitigate the impact of the
pandemic on membership numbers
and subscription income, and fulfil
our aim to give as much as possible
in grants to the cathedral.
Our grants are only possible by means
of the subscriptions, donations and
legacies of our members.

increase and email confirmation
before any payment is taken.
The small number of members
continuing to pay by cheque should
simply increase the amount or
switch to direct debit by making use
of the direct debit mandate
enclosed with their reminder letter.
Those paying by standing order will
need to contact their bank to make
the necessary adjustment or change
to direct debit, as above.
Members who continue to pay by
standing order at the old rates will
remain members and their details
will be retained on the database.
However, we will assume they no
longer wish to receive our
newsletters and annual report Spire.
The decision not to send future
newsletters and annual reports to
those continuing to pay at the old
rates is due to the ever-increasing
postage costs and to ensure that all
the money from subscriptions is
given to the cathedral in grants.

Members who pay by direct debit
will receive a notification of the

Thank you for your continued
Friendship and invaluable support –
it means so much.

Christmas cards

our grants to the cathedral.

A

Packs of flower notelets are still
available from the Friends’ office.

A magnificent 440 packs were sold
and every one sold contributes to

They can be used as birthday,
anniversary or get well cards, or for
a variety of other messages.

big thank you to all those who
bought their 2020 Christmas
cards from the Friends.
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Grants

I

n the financial year ending March
2021 the Friends’ council made
grants to the cathedral totalling
£144,786, thanks to the continuing
support of you, our loyal members.
The total includes the seventh
instalment (of eight) of £74,000 to
the Little Paradise project, £3,000
for Cathedral Flowers and £22,000
for live streaming equipment,
enabling cathedral services to be
viewed as they happen by those

The beautiful displays on the font created by
Cathedral Flowers and the magnificent
Norway spruce Christmas tree were made
possible thanks to grants from the Friends.

unable to attend in person and
during the lockdowns.
The three cameras and cabling were
installed in September, meaning
services can be broadcast live onto
the cathedral’s YouTube channel.
Our grants also included £1,000 to
ensure the cathedral was able to
erect its usual three Christmas trees
- at the west end, in the north porch
and outside the Friends’ office (see
separate article).

Installing the cabling for the cathedral’s live
streaming cameras had to be done with great
care in order to protect the building.

And an £8,000 legacy from the
estate of a generous Friend was
added, which will go towards repairs
to the lower part of the east end of
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the cathedral, known as Major
Repair Area 6 (MRA6).
During the two national lockdowns of
2020 and the third, which began in
January, the cathedral had to close
its doors to visitors, resulting in a
huge loss of income.
It launched a recovery appeal last
summer and the remaining £36,786
of our grants to the cathedral this

Forthcoming Events

A

s we go to print, it remains
uncertain which of our events it
will be possible to hold, so please
check our website regularly to
keep up to date with any changes.
https://salisburycathedralfriends.
co.uk/events/list/
An afternoon for new members –
postponed from April until later in
the year

year came from the amazing
response of Friends who generously
donated to ensure that this
wonderful building remains a beacon
of hope in the future.
The Friends’ council paid £130,767
of the total before Christmas,
helping to alleviate the cathedral’s
cash flow problems caused by the
pandemic.

Sarum Six concert – date to be
arranged
Music for a summer evening. We
hope to welcome back Sarum Six to
perform a pot-pourri of sacred and
secular music in the glorious setting
of the Chapter House. Interval drinks
to be served in the cloisters.
Please check the website for more
details.

We hope to be able to
invite those who have
become members in the
last 12 months to join
us for a visit to some of
the areas of the
cathedral not normally
open and to enjoy a
cream tea in the
refectory afterwards.
However we will be in
touch with new
members when we
know when this event
can take place.

A mix of sacred and secular music will be on offer at Sarum
Six’s concert. From left: Steve Abbott, Crispin Morton,
Nick Hawker, Phil Lawson, Alistair Watson and Richard Hooper.
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Sunday 27th June – Thursday 1st
July – Friends’ Holiday to
Derbyshire
Staying in a hotel near Sheffield, this
four-night holiday will explore some
of the finest country houses in
Derbyshire and the beautiful Peak
District.
There will be a full programme of
visits including the spectacular
Chatsworth House, accompanied
throughout by our own tour guide.
Fully booked.
Friday 6th August – Friends 91st
anniversary dinner
We welcome back to Salisbury the
Bishop of London, the Rt Revd and Rt
Hon Dame Sarah Mullally as our
guest speaker for our 91st

anniversary dinner. Drinks in the
south transept will be followed by a
three-course dinner under the spire
in the refectory.
Please check the website for more
details and booking arrangements
nearer the time.
Thursday 26th August – theatre
group visit
Back by popular demand, This is My
Theatre will perform The Secret
Garden. A delightful blend of drama
and music to tell this beautiful story
adapted from Frances Hodgson
Burnett’s classic children’s tale that
the whole family will love.
Please check the website for more
details and booking arrangements
nearer the time.
Secret Gardens of the Close (date
yet to be arranged)
Come and explore some of the
enchanting and secret gardens of the
Close, kindly opened for us by their
owners.
We aim to offer a selection of
private gardens, from courtyard
gems to beautiful gardens with
sweeping lawns.
No pre-booking required, but please
check our website for date and
details.

The Bishop of London, the Rt Revd and Rt Hon
Dame Sarah Mullally will be guest speaker at
the Friends’ anniversary dinner in August.

With government restrictions
remaining in place as we go to print,
we thought members would
appreciate a little online
entertainment.
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The Friends’ Secret Gardens of the Close afternoon enables visitors to admire flowers and
shrubs, or simply sit by the river and enjoy the view.

We have therefore put a number of
items on our website, including a
cathedral quiz and a virtual tour by
clerk of the works Gary Price of the
continuing repair work to the east
end of the cathedral.

Please check the events page of
our website regularly, as we will be
adding more information and
entertainment over the coming
weeks.

Friends’ Day – save the date!

I

t was a source of much sadness
that we were unable to welcome
you, our members to Friends’ Day
last September.
Instead our president, Dean Nicholas
Papadopulos, chairman Duncan Glass
and Canon Treasurer Robert Titley
recorded messages for the Friends’
website.
We had hoped to listen to journalist
and author Christopher Somerville
talk about his book Ships of Heaven –
the Private Life of Britain’s
Cathedrals.
We are, therefore, delighted to
announce that Christopher has

Author Christopher Somerville will give the
Friends’ Day lecture.

accepted an invitation to give his
lecture at this year’s Friends’ Day on
Saturday 25th September.
Please save the date in your diary.
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Ships of Heaven is an account of
Christopher’s walks across Britain to
tell the story of its cathedrals from
the human angle.
He talked to a wide range of people
in each location and says he tried to
look at the buildings in the way an
ordinary person does, rather than the
way an expert on cathedrals does.
Among those he met at Salisbury
Cathedral were Friends’ membership

secretary Dudley Heather and Canon
Treasurer Robert Titley.
Friends’ Day will begin with the AGM
at 2pm and Christopher’s lecture
following at 3pm.
After the lecture there will be
afternoon tea, followed by an organ
recital and evensong.
A booking form for the lecture and
tea will be included in Spire.

Presentation to Sue Ash

N

early 20 years of dedicated work
and volunteering for the Friends
by Sue Ash have been recognised
with grateful thanks. Sue was
presented with a beautiful bouquet
of flowers at her home recently by
Julia Lever, Friends’ executive
secretary, on behalf of the chairman
and council of the Friends.
Sue first got involved with the
Friends after moving to Wilton from
Buckinghamshire more than 17 years
ago.
“The first thing I did was to go into
the Friends’ office and offer to
help,” said Sue.
“The then secretary, Jane Erith said
‘Oh good, we would love to have
you’!
“I became a life member and started
in the office as a general assistant.”
Most of Sue’s working life was spent
in the City of London where she

Sue Ash with Friends’ executive secretary
Julia Lever.

performed a number of office
management and secretariat roles.
These skills made her the ideal
person to take on the running of a
number of Friends’ projects, as well
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as correspondence, purchasing,
banking and welcoming visitors.
“I did anything that needed doing,”
said Sue.
“I did all the paperwork for the chair
project – in the beginning we were
getting ten-15 donations a week.”
During Kate Beckett’s tenure as
secretary, during which time the
Friends moved offices, Sue became
membership secretary, processing
the applications and updating the
database.
When the Friends began holding
events, Sue became a familiar face
at the coffee mornings, Secret
Gardens’ afternoons and evening
events, as well as at Friends’ Day.
Recently she has been dealing with
the Christmas card orders,
processing nearly 450 packs.
Friends’ chairman Duncan Glass paid
tribute to Sue’s “selfless
commitment and support to the
Friends’ charity for an amazing 17
years”.
He said: “During this time Sue has
held a number of important roles, as
a staff member as well a willing
volunteer, being truly supportive of
the trustees, her colleagues and our
members.
“She has helped run events, always
remaining to the very end to ensure
all the work was completed.
“We are sad that the pandemic has
caused all Friends’ events to be

Sue has always willingly volunteered at
events, such as Friends’ Day. Here she is
serving hot drinks to Friends arriving for the
2018 AGM.

cancelled or postponed, but we hope
Sue will continue to join with us
once life returns to a new normal
and we can engage with our
members again.”
Sue said she had very much enjoyed
working for the Friends.
“I shall miss it, especially the
people,” she said.
But, she stressed, that while she is
stepping down from her working role
in the office, she is not ending her
involvement with the charity.
“I am still on the volunteers’ list for
when events get going again,” she
said.
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Salisbury Cathedral – the
grandest vaccination centre

W

ith visiting for the general
public suspended during the
third national lockdown, Salisbury
Cathedral opened its doors to a
select group of people on Saturday,
16th January.
History was made as Salisbury
citizens aged 80 years or older
queued along the cloister before
going inside to receive their Covid19 injection.
Since then the cathedral has hosted
many more vaccination sessions for

Friends’ member and former trustee Colin
Colston chats to a doctor in front of Craigie
Aitchison’s Crucifixion, one of the Spirit
and Endeavour exhibits.

other groups, in accordance with the
government’s priority list.
National news coverage described
the cathedral as the ‘grandest
vaccination centre’ and the event
was made all the more special,
thanks to director of music David
Halls and assistant director John
Challenger playing a selection of
music on the recently-restored
Father Willis organ. They even took
requests.
An aerial view of the south transept shows
the cubicles, patients and staff – and the
Friends’ noticeboard at the far end.

Coverage spread internationally,
with the New York Times being one
of those taking up the story.
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has a central location and its high
ceilings mean it is well ventilated.
Dean Nicholas Papadopulos said: “We
are proud to be playing a part in the
life-saving vaccination campaign and
look forward to seeing the NHS
team, volunteers, and even more of
our neighbours in their cathedral.
“Here they will receive a warm
welcome, discover a beautiful place,
and leave with fresh hope - and with
our prayers.”
Editor’s note: eagle-eyed viewers of
the TV news coverage on the first
day may have spotted three Friends’
members waiting for their injections
– as well as the Friends’ noticeboard.
All photographs by Ash Mills
Cathedral director of music David Halls
played soothing music, including requests,
on the Father Willis organ.

About 1,000 patients and healthcare
staff were given the vaccine on the
first day. Vaccination assistants
updated details on the computer
while patients were prepared for
their injection.
An NHS trust spokesman said the
cathedral had been chosen because
it is the biggest building in Salisbury,

Patients wait in the nave before being
checked by medical staff and allowed to go
on their way.

The Friends’ office telephone number
If you are phoning the Friends’ office from now on, please use the
telephone number 01722 555190.
The old number no longer exists.
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The Friends’ archives

A

project to establish a permanent
record of the Friends’ archive
material has got underway, thanks to
cathedral archivist Emily Naish who
has been generously giving some of
her spare time to the task.
Emily went into the Friends’ office
during a few lockdown weekends last
year to make an assessment of the
material, which includes some
Maundy money.
She said: “The main elements are
the minutes of meetings, copies of
Spire and photographs. They capture
what was going on at the time.
“It will be good to have a record of
what we have got and to have it
properly organised.”
Among the photographs are those
documenting a meeting at Church
House in London to gain the Bishop
of London’s support for the launch of
the Spire Appeal, a visit by a former

Cathedral archivist Emily Naish with one of
the books from the cathedral’s collection. In
time, she hopes to add details of the Friends’
archive material to the cathedral database.

Archbishop of Canterbury, and the
arrival of the cathedral’s new chairs.
The Maundy money was presented to
Miss Margaret Hewett in 1974 by the
Queen during her visit to Salisbury.
Miss Hewett, who lived in Colehill,
near Wimborne was involved with
the Girl Guide movement and her
niece Joan Gooch from Dorchester
donated the money to the Friends.
Perhaps a Friend remembers Miss
Hewett or the service at the
cathedral on Maundy Thursday in
1974 at which the money was
presented?
We would love to hear from you if
you have memories of that day.

The letter sent to Miss Margaret Hewett, her
Maundy money and pouches, and a picture of
the Queen at the cathedral in 1974.

Emily said that in due course the
archive project will involve
summarising and indexing the
material, including writing a brief
description of each item.
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This will then be incorporated onto
the cathedral’s database as part of
the Beyond the Library Door project,
for which the Friends provided
funding.

Editor’s note: we hope to publish
more photographs and other
interesting items from the archive
as the project progresses.

Bishop Nicholas to retire

B

ishop of Salisbury the Rt Revd
Nicholas Holtam is to retire in
July after ten years in the post.
Bishop Nicholas, who is patron of the
Friends, made the announcement in
February.
He described his tenure as having
been ‘a privilege and a joy’.
“In present circumstances, the
timing of my retirement has not
been an easy decision, but it feels
right to me and to those I have
consulted,” he said.
“The impact of the pandemic is
going to be felt for a long time.
“When it subsides, the scale of what
faces us will benefit from a new
diocesan bishop with whom to make
decisions about the future.”
He continued: “I am full of
admiration for our cathedral, for
clergy colleagues and for the people
of the diocese who have been
extraordinarily resilient
and creative in the adaptation of
continued ministry and mission.
“When we came to Salisbury in 2011,
Helen had just retired as a maths
teacher.

Bishop Nicholas is to retire in July.

“She has supported me, particularly
through hospitality and fundraising,
in South Canonry and in the
beautiful garden, notably running
the Sudan fete.
“We look forward to retiring to
Brighton to be closer to our children
and grandchildren.”
The Bishop of Sherborne, the Rt
Revd Karen Gorham will be acting
Bishop of Salisbury during the
vacancy.
Archbishop of Canterbury the Most
Revd Justin Welby thanked Bishop
Nicholas for his work leading the
Church of England’s environment
programme, saying: “During Bishop
Nick’s tenure as lead bishop for the
environment, his moral clarity and
Christ-centred vision for the
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Church’s role in tackling the climate
crisis have shown themselves time
and time again.
“We are all the beneficiaries of his
leadership, and I give thanks for the
legacy he leaves: from the Church’s
first ever Green Lent campaign, to

initiatives aimed at helping parishes
reduce their carbon footprint.
“Most enduringly, I hope, we have
Bishop Nick to thank for a landmark
General Synod motion in 2020
setting a target of net zero across
the whole Church by 2030.”

Light a Candle

I

n February the cathedral launched
Light a Candle, a virtual
community of prayer and light.
The launch marked a year since the
first person in the UK died of Covid-19.
The initiative aims to encourage people
to reflect on 2020 and to express
their hopes and prayers for 2021.
Anyone can take part by lighting a
candle, taking a photograph of it and
uploading it to the dedicated Light a
Candle page on the cathedral website,
adding a dedication using the form
opposite the uploaded picture.
Participants might wish to say thank
you for someone who has helped
them during the pandemic, such as a
loved one or a community helper, to
express hope, or to offer a prayer
for a loved one or situation.
The dedications are added to the
prayer list in the cathedral and used
by the clergy during daily worship.
A real candle will be lit in the
cathedral for every virtual candle
uploaded.
Dean of Salisbury the Very Revd
Nicholas Papadopulos said:

The cathedral’s Light a Candle initiative
encourages people to reflect on 2020 and
express their hopes and prayers for 2021.

“Everyone has been touched by the
pandemic, and we hope that Light a
Candle will allow people to give
voice to their particular experiences
of it - their grief, their thanks, their
hope.
“These will together amount to a
shared record of these times: of
those who have helped us, of those
who are sick, of those who have
recovered and, very sadly, of those
who have died.”
Lighting candles in prayer is an
ancient Christian custom, the
burning flame symbolising the
presence of Christ, the light of the
world, and representing hope.
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Winter Wonderland

O

n Sunday 24th January,
Cathedral Close residents woke
to a winter wonderland outside their
windows.

Tricia Glass captured these evocative
images of the cathedral, the Walking
Madonna and a cheeky snowman.
More of Tricia’s pictures will appear
in this year’s Spire.

A lone walker passes the cathedral and
Henry Moore sculpture on a snowy morning
in January.

This snowman strikes a pose, safe in the
knowledge that he has the finest backdrop
in England.

Is it a fashion model? No, it’s the Walking
Madonna ‘striding’ out across the snowcovered lawn.
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Christmas trail and Christmas
trees

P

eople who visited the cathedral
between 3rd December and 4th
January could follow a Christmas trail
and enjoy 12 beautiful arrangements
created by the flower arrangers.
More than 30 members of Salisbury
Cathedral Flowers worked on the
arrangements created from foliage,
including holly and ivy, and other
materials, such as hay.
The arrangements interpreted
popular Christmas traditions and

The circular wreaths in the north transept
represent eternity and God’s unending love,
and were part of the cathedral’s Christmas
trail.

Gary Price, Richard Pike and Richard Bates
from the works department stop for a
breather after erecting and lighting one of
the cathedral’s Christmas trees on a cold
and wet afternoon.

The finished tree outside the Friends’ office
after being decorated with a partridge and
pears as part of Salisbury City Council’s
Christmas Tree Trail.
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trees, which came from Longleat
Estate – the magnificent Norway
spruce in front of the west door and
Nordmann firs in the north porch and
outside the Friends’ office.
The latter was decorated by Salisbury
City Council as the first stop on its
12-strong Christmas Tree Trail.

These parcels in the south quire aisle
symbolise the presentation of gifts by the
three wise men to Jesus.

their meanings, and were the
concept of creative director Michael
Bowyer.
They included depictions of the
message of comfort and joy given to
the shepherds, the role of angels as
messengers of God, the three wise
men, St Nicholas and the legend of
gift-giving, Christmas carols and the
star of Bethlehem.
The Friends, who give an annual
grant for the flowers, also paid for
the cathedral’s three Christmas

Jot and Tittle

W

hile the cathedral has been
closed to visitors, the guides
have not been idle.
Many have been doing extra research
and reading, and Mark Brandon, a
volunteer in the library and archives,
has for a number of months
produced a regular newsletter
entitled Jot and Tittle.

This magnificent display using holly, berries,
white flowers and ivy is enhanced by the
colourful uplighters behind.

It comprises some of the more
interesting stories from his
historical delvings into the records
from the Chapter meetings from
1733.
If you would like to read more on
subjects as diverse as the stained
glass windows to 13th century
justice, go to Mark’s blog on:
www.jot-and-tittle.com
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Thanksgiving service on the
800th anniversary of the laying
of the foundation stones of
Salisbury Cathedral

A

visit by the Prince of Wales and
the Duchess of Cornwall in
December for a thanksgiving service
to celebrate the 800th anniversary
of its foundation ensured the
cathedral ended 2020 on a high
note.
During the service the royal couple
unveiled a specially-engraved stone,
carved in the works yard, to mark
the occasion.
The commemorative stone, made of
150-million-year-old upper Jurassic
limestone, was extracted from the
same seam as the stone originally
used to build the cathedral.
After the stone was unveiled Prince
Charles gave an address, reflecting

The service begins as Prince Charles, Dean of
Salisbury the Very Revd Nicholas
Papadopulos and Bishop of Salisbury the
Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam process to the
crossing, led by verger Andrew Baker.

on the cathedral’s past and the
future.
He said: “As we gather here, we are
profoundly aware of all those who
have gone before us, who have
bequeathed us the magnificent
legacy of this glorious building, and
who have maintained the spiritual
community which has kept the flame
of faith alive here for so many
centuries.
“Over the years, each challenge in
turn has been overcome, and that is
the case today when, thanks to the
inspiring work of all those who have
been involved in providing vaccines,
we can now look forward with
renewed hope.

Head mason Lee Andrews, clerk of the works
Gary Price and mason Sarah Klopper show
off the magnificent stone, which contains all
the masons’ marks and which was specially
carved to mark the 800th anniversary of the
foundation of the cathedral.

“The work of building, of
maintaining and of protecting for the
future is for us all to take forward,
in each generation - as you have
done so splendidly here.”
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Friends’ chairman Duncan Glass talks to
Prince Charles about the Friends’ charity
and all that it does for the cathedral.

Dean of Salisbury the Very Revd
Nicholas Papadopulos said: “This is
an occasion when cathedral, city and
the region can remember and give
thanks for our shared past, and look
ahead with hope and confidence.”
Prince Charles spoke of “all those…who have
bequeathed us the magnificent legacy of this
glorious building”.

The new stone was dedicated by
Bishop of Salisbury the Rt Revd
Nicholas Holtam, and head mason
Lee Andrews gave a reading from the
New Testament.

The stone will be fixed in place high
up at the east end of the cathedral,
where restoration work is underway,
as a marker for future generations to
discover.
Editor’s note: All pictures are by Ash
Mills. More of Ash’s pictures will be
published in this year’s Spire.

The Friends were represented at the
service by chairman Duncan Glass
and executive secretary Julia Lever.
After the service the royal couple
signed the visitors’ book at a table
on which was placed for the Duchess
a posy made by the flower arranging
team.
The Prince and the Duchess then met
cathedral staff and volunteers in the
cloister.

The Prince of Wales and the Duchess of
Cornwall unveil the commemorative stone.
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Eco matters

D

espite the difficult times, the
cathedral continues its mission to
be carbon neutral by 2030.
Last summer it had 93 solar panels
installed on the south cloister roof
and other projects have included
draught-proofing the building,
switching to green tariff energy and
installing LED lighting.
Initiatives like these also help towards
the cathedral achieving a gold award
under the Eco Church scheme,
sponsored by A Rocha UK (meaning
‘rock’ in Portuguese). It already holds
bronze and silver awards.
This year the cathedral is taking part
in No Mow May, which involves some
areas of lawn around the cathedral
being left unmown during the month
of May.
This initiative is championed by
conservation charity Plantlife, which
has its headquarters in Salisbury and
works to save threatened wild
flowers, plants and fungi.
Research undertaken for Plantlife’s
Every Flower Counts survey of

Editor’s thanks

M

y particular thanks go to Ash
Mills and Tricia Glass for
supplying many of the pictures used
in this newsletter.
With the national lockdowns
requiring those living some distance

lawns, revealed more than 200
species of wild flowers growing on
lawns across Britain and
demonstrated that simple changes in
mowing can result in enough nectar
for ten times more bees and other
pollinators.
The highest production of flowers
and nectar were on lawns cut every
four weeks, while longer unmown
grass had a wider range of flowers.
“The sheer quantity of flowers and
nectar production on lawns mown
once a month can be astonishing,”
said Dr Trevor Dines, Plantlife’s
botanical specialist.
“We’d advise keeping two lengths of
grass: Leave some patches
completely unmown to let taller
flowers come into bloom and for the
rest of the lawn, you can keep the
grass shorter by mowing once every
month to a height of one or two
inches.”
For those living in and around the
Close, why not look out for the ‘No
Mow’ areas on your daily walks
during May?

from Salisbury not to visit except for
essential shopping, I have been
unable to take as many pictures as I
would normally.
I am indebted to Ash and Tricia for
stepping into the breach.
Katharine Shearing.
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Cloister entrance ramp
Just before this newsletter went to
press, the Friends’ council agreed
a grant of £40,000 (£20,000 to be
paid in the 2020/21 financial year
and the remainder in the 2021/22
financial year) towards a new
entrance ramp into the cloister.
The existing steep concrete ramp
will be replaced with a much

Salisbury Cathedral events
For more information visit
www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/events

gentler slope, requiring a
complete redesign and six weeks’
construction work.
The project, which is estimated to
cost £62,000, will be completed
ahead of the cathedral re-opening
to visitors sometime after 17th
May.
More details of this project will
appear in Spire.

decided to extend the running time
of the contemporary art exhibition
Spirit and Endeavour – the largest
the cathedral has staged in 20 years.

Spirit and Endeavour exhibition The exhibition, which features work
With the cathedral having been
closed during large parts of 2020 and
the early part of this year, it was

by Henry Moore, Lynn Chadwick and
Subodh Gupta, will now close on
18th April.

The Friends of Salisbury Cathedral
Registered office: 33a The Close, Salisbury, SP1 2EJ
Open Tues – Thurs 10am – 1pm
Telephone: (01722) 555190 Email: friends@salcath.co.uk
Website: www.salisburycathedralfriends.co.uk
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Holy Week
and Easter
at Salisbury
Cathedral

Congregation
Congregation welcomed
welcomed back
back to
to some
some
services
services from
from Sunday
Sunday 14th
14th March
March

PALM
PALM SUNDAY
SUNDAY 28TH
28TH MARCH
MARCH
MAUNDY
MAUNDY THURSDAY
THURSDAY 1ST
1ST APRIL
APRIL
GOOD
GOOD FRIDAY
FRIDAY 2ND
2ND APRIL
APRIL
EASTER
EASTER SUNDAY
SUNDAY 4TH
4TH APRIL
APRIL

Further details and booking please check online
salisburycathedral.org.uk
or phone 01722 512156

